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PRESS RELEASE

Law Centre (NI)

19 August 2010 – No embargo
Help for cash-strapped students

Help is at hand for students who will have to struggle with the difficult task of supporting themselves, and sometimes their dependants, through the next three or four years of third level education. Law Centre (NI) has produced Students and Benefits, an on line guide to help students and their advisers work out their entitlement to social security benefits. The guide is published in association with the National Union of Students /Union of Students in Ireland.  It is available to advisers on the Law Centre’s website www.lawcentreni.org.  

Students and student unions can also access it on www.nistudents.org and on NUSConnect, a new specialist resource and community website for UK and Ireland-wide NUS member unions, www.nusconnect.org.uk, which goes live on 20 August.
“More and more young people across Northern Ireland are seeking to enter further and higher education.  Others, such as unemployed people or single parents, go back to study to further their skills and improve their chances in an increasingly competitive labour market.  With our Students and Benefits guide, advisers and others working with students will be able to help them navigate the complex rules surrounding social security benefits for students,” said Ursula O’Hare, Law Centre (NI) Assistant Director (Policy and Publications).
“As students get ready for the new academic year, it is vital that they understand how social security benefits are affected by their study.  We are glad that the Law Centre has once again made its expertise of social security benefits available to student advisers.  We are proud to be associated with the publication and distribution of Students and Benefits,” added Ciarnan Helferty, NUS/USI student president.

Solicitor Patricia Carty, a social security legal adviser at the Law Centre, commented: “This is an invaluable tool for anyone advising students on benefit entitlement.  Concise and written in plain English, it shines a very helpful light on this important and often neglected area of benefit law.”
END 

Notes to editors:

1. Law Centre (NI) is a voluntary organisation dedicated to assisting people on low incomes enforcing their social security, housing, employment, community care and immigration rights. It provides specialist legal advice and representation to individuals on referral from its member organisations, and offers support services to advice providers throughout Northern Ireland. www.lawcentreni.org
2. National Union of Students /Union of Students in Ireland (NUS/USI) represents all students in both the Higher Education and Further Education Sector in Northern Ireland. It is the voice of almost 200,000 students who are usually faced with a massive debt when they leave university. www.nistudents.org 

3. NUSConnect is a new specialist resource and community website for National Union of Students (NUS) member unions. It is targeted mainly at student officer and union staff.  NUS is a confederate association of around 600 students’ unions, representing the interests of more than seven million students.  Around 95 per cent of all students’ unions throughout the UK are affiliated to NUS. These range from those based at small specialist colleges through to general further education colleges, large universities and higher education colleges. www.nusconnect.org.uk
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