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Students warn Empey: do not betray students with plot to double tuition fees

The National Union of Students – Union of Students in Ireland today said that students and their families will not be fooled by any attempt to rebrand top-up fees, whilst in the process doubling student debt and increasing interest payments for those who borrow the most to fund their way through university. 
The NUS-USI was responding to an email sent to Liberal Democrat party members in which the Business Secretary Vince Cable rejected the idea of a graduate tax to fund universities. Cable’s astonishing flip-flop on funding has stunned Lib Dem MPs, members and voters, and brings the UK much closer to a brutally stratified US-style university system. 

NUS-USI believes there is nothing fair about vastly increasing top-up fees.

Ciarnan Helferty, NUS-USI President said:

It is despicable that this government, ostensibly committed to “fairness” is seeking to double student debt while looking to vastly increase the interest payments for those who have to borrow the most to fund their way through university. It beggars belief that a government so keen to eliminate debt should then make ballooning private debts the cornerstone of its higher education system.

He Continued:

“The minister for employment and learning commissioned a comprehensive review which examined the same questions Lord Browne has dealt with in his report. Unlike the Browne report, it uses Northern Irish statistics and Northern Irish information. A leaked draft of the report reflects what the NUS-USI has been repeating for years – that the money raised from tuition fees has not been properly accounted for, that the link between increased fees and institutional quality is unproven, and that no increase in fees can be reasonably contemplated until this link is proven.” 

“The NUS-USI believes that it is incumbent on the Minister to release this Northern Irish review immediately; anything less would be a craven admission that all important policy decisions are imported from Westminster, and that London always knows best.”

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
Ciarnan Helferty, President, NUS-USI, 9024 4641 (work) or 07979888289 (mobile)

Gail Ferguson, Director, NUS-USI, 9024 4641 (work) or 07851216837 (mobile)

NOTES TO EDITORS:
1. NUS-USI is the National Union of Students-Union of Students in Ireland, the voice of the student movement in Northern Ireland, and is the representative body for approximately 200,000 students in further and higher education institutions across NI.
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