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Students reject revised fees report conclusions
The National Union of Students – Union of Students in Ireland (NUS-USI) has today rejected the conclusions of the revised report into student fees and higher education funding in Northern Ireland. The Department for Employment and Learning asked the author to look again at the issue of student fees after the original report recommended no increase in fees and additional money for student grants for students in NI.
Devolved governments in both Scotland and Wales have ruled out any additional hike in fees for both Scottish domiciled students studying in Scotland and Welsh domiciled student studying anywhere in the UK. The Department for Employment and Learning has to date given no such assurances for Northern Ireland domiciled students studying at universities here. 
NUS-USI President, Ciarnan Helferty said:

‘If the Department and the Minister accept this revised report they will have failed students and families in Northern Ireland. Devolution is about finding local solutions to local problems; The Scottish and Welsh governments have been able to protect their students and yet the DEL Minister seems unable or unwilling to do the same. The question that students and their families are asking today is when will devolution in NI start to work for them?’
Students have said they won’t accept higher fees: parents have said they can’t afford higher fees and the public has said it doesn’t want higher fees. When is the Minister going to realise that his position is at odds with the vast majority of the people who live, work and study in Northern Ireland and that, in an election year, this is simply unsustainable? The Minister has often talked about a ‘Northern Ireland solution’ to this particular problem.  It appears now that he has made clear what his ‘Northern Ireland solution’ is – doubling student debt! The only thing the Minister has guaranteed students and families today is more debt.
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

1. NUS-USI is the National Union of Students-Union of Students in Ireland, the voice of the student movement in Northern Ireland, and is the representative body for approximately 200,000 students in further and higher education institutions across NI.
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